
May is Water Awareness Month

Use Water Wisely - It’s a Way of Life! As part of the 
celebration of Water Awareness Month, the City of Santa Bar-
bara is hosting two tours:

Saturday, May 6 at 9 a.m.
Charles Meyer Desalination Facility
525 East Yanonali Street

Saturday, May 13 at 10 a.m.
Alice Keck Park Memorial Garden, Low-Water Using Demonstration Garden
Corner of Santa Barbara and Micheltorena Streets

For more information, call the Water Conservation Hotline at (805) 564-5460.
Also, check out the latest on saving water at www.SantaBarbaraCA.gov and 
click on “learn about water conservation.”
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For more information, contact 
City-TV Production Supervisor Tony Ruggieri 
at (805) 564-5311, or visit www.citytv18.com.

Front Country Trail Use Plan
Fighting Back Teen Speak-Out
Earth Day
Recycling Update
Berkus Art Collection
Wildland Fire Preparedness

DIRECTORY OF CITY DEPARTMENTS AND SERVICES

City Hall, 735 Anacapa Street, Santa Barbara, CA 93101 

Parks and Recreation  564.5418    
 Adapted Recreation  564.5421
 Adult Sports  564.5422
 Aquatics   897.2680
 Community Services  963.7567
 Creeks and Water Quality 897.2658
 Cultural Arts  897.1982
 Golf   687.7087
 Senior Recreation Services 897.2519
 Street Trees  564.5434
 Teen Programs  897.2650
 Tennis    564.5517
 Youth Activities  564.5495
Police   897.2300
 Emergency Use  9-1-1
Public Works  564.5377
 ABOP Hotline*   560.7505 
 Cater Water Treatment Plant  897.2628
 Downtown Parking  963.1581 

 

 Distribution & Collection
  Water & Sewer Mains  564.5413 
  After Hours   963.4286
 El Estero Wastewater Plant  897.1910 
 Engineering  564.5363 
 Graffiti Hotline   897.2513
 Permit Counter   564.5388
 Pot Hole Hotline   897.2630
 Recycling   897.2624
 Shopping Cart Hotline  252.4613
 Street Light Hotline  564.5416
 Street Maintenance  564.5413
 Traffic Signal Hotline    564.5417  
 Transportation Operations 564.5394 
 Transportation Planning 564.5385 
 Trash Complaints  897.2618 
 Water Conservation Hotline  564.5460
 Water Resources Admin. 564.5387 
Waterfront    564.5531
 Harbor Patrol   564.5530
 Parking    564.5523

Area Code: (805) Website: www.SantaBarbaraCA.gov
Airport   967.7111
City Administrator  564.5305
City Attorney  564.5326
City Clerk   564.5309
City Employment  564.5316
City-TV Channel 18  564.5311
Community Development 564.5502
 Building & Safety  564.5485
 Housing & Redevelopment 564.5461
 Planning   564.5470
Finance   564.5334
 Business Licenses  564.5346
 Purchasing  564.5349
 Water Billing  564.5343
Fire   965.5254
Library   962.7653
 Eastside Branch    963.3727
Mayor and Council  564.5318

*Automotive Products, Batteries, Used Motor Oil and Filters, Latex Paints

1.800.

      Program Highlights

Inside Santa Barbara
New program begins

Saturday, 
May 6th 
at 9 p.m.

Airs throughout the month
 Monday  8 p.m.
 Tuesday  5 p.m.
 Wednesday   6:30 p.m.
 Saturday  9 p.m.
 Sunday  10 p.m.
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To our valued readers: Due to the large number of city water customers and 20 different billing cycles, 
bills are mailed on a staggered basis throughout the month. For that reason, some of the dates and information 

contained in “City News in Brief” may be out of date by the time your water bill reaches you.

3%

For more information, please call Housing Loan Officer Carol Carpenter at (805) 564-5461, 
or e-mail her at CCarpenter@SantaBarbaraCA.gov, or visit the website at: 

http://www.SantaBarbaraCA.gov/Resident/Home/Housing/hrlp.htm

Home

Improvement 

Loans

Home Rehab Loans Now Available
Helping Low-Income Homeowners with:

• Roo ing

• Plumbing

• Electrical

• Window Replacement

• Painting

• Foundations

• Disabled Accessibility

• and more...

The City of Santa Barbara will assist you with 
inspection and work write-up, plans and design, 
if required, obtaining a responsible contractor, 
and building permits.

Financing features include:

• 3% simple interest loans

• Payments to fit your budget

• No loan fees

f 



New Episode of Garden Wise Guys on Channel 18 City-TV 

“Sustainable Design on a DEADline”
The best thing for your garden could be your TV! Those zany Garden Wise 

Guys – your hosts Billy Goodnick and Owen Dell – will guide you through the 

process of designing a beautiful, functional, and sustainable landscape. 

Using the style of classic fi lm noir movies, this episode features dark alleyways, 

dangerous drinks, and a femme fatale. When their beloved rubber chicken is 

kidnapped, Owen and Billy are forced to design a landscape for Mr. X, a mobster 

who wants his own Butchart Gardens in 24 hours. Using water-wise plants and 

sustainable landscaping techniques, they’ll demonstrate how to create a garden 

that not only looks like a million bucks, but also saves time, money, and resources. 

Treat yourself to an evening of mystery, entertainment, and education! Tune in 

Sundays at 9 p.m. on City-TV, Channel 18.  

City Considers Streetlight Upgrade

In 2005 the City Streetlight Guidelines Advisory Group was established by the 

City Council.  Its task was to investigate and respond to streetlight issues such as 

appropriate illumination, available streetlight pole-type and light-fi xture style, street-

light aesthetics, light pollution, and the cost of maintaining the poles and fi xtures.

An issue of discussion is the potential replacement of the existing grey “cobra 

head” style light fi xtures, commonly seen throughout the city on concrete street-

light poles, with Malaga green “dome” style fi xture.  The replacement dome fi xture 

is considered to be superior in both illumination and appearance.  No change is 

proposed to the existing grey concrete poles.  The light fi xture replacement costs 

are contemplated to be associated with incremental development and are not 

proposed to be budgeted as a large-scale city capital project.

Your comments are appreciated.   
An Advisory Group Progress Report and schedule of upcoming pub-

lic meetings are available on the Engineering Division website at  

www.SantaBarbaraCA.gov/Engr.  Please visit the website and send any comments 

you have to Principal Civil Engineer John Ewasiuk, City of Santa Barbara, Public 

Works Department, P.O. Box 1990, Santa Barbara, CA 93102-1990.

New Utility Rates 

Proposed for Fiscal 

Year 2007

The City Council will be reviewing 
proposed increases in utility rates for 
the coming year.  The increases would 
be effective starting in July for city 
customers receiving solid waste 
collection, water, and wastewater 
(sewer) services.

Solid waste service includes trash, 
recycling, and greenwaste collec-
tion.  Rates are proposed to increase 
3.38% for city residents served by BFI 
and MarBorg Industries, the two fran-
chised haulers.  The increase refl ects 
a contractual obligation for the city to 
compensate the haulers for changes in 
the cost of doing business.  Residen-
tial service for city residents includes 
free collection of commingled recycling 
and greenwaste.   Basic (one-can) 
residential service would increase from 
$23.02 to $23.79 per month.  For more 
information, please visit the city’s 
recycling website at www.SBrecycles.org.

Water service rates are proposed to 
increase 3.5% and wastewater rates 
would increase 4%.  The increased 
revenue is needed to account for 
infl ation, and to help fund needed 
capital improvements to the city’s 
water and wastewater infrastructure.  
Capital improvements include major 
ongoing rehabilitation work at El Estero 
Wastewater Treatment Plant, and 
a complete upgrade of the Ortega 
Groundwater Treatment Plant.  

Combined charges for water and 
wastewater service at the average 
level of usage (13 hundred cubic feet 
per month), would increase by about 
$3 per month, from $84.55 to $87.72 
per month.  Water and wastewater 
rates for the average residential user 
have increased at an average rate 
of about 2.5% per year since 1993, 
approximately equal to the rate of 
infl ation.  The City Council is scheduled 
to act on the proposed rate increases 
in June 2006.  For further information, 
please call (805) 564-5460, or go to 
www.SantaBarbaraCa.gov.
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